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The publication which keeps our members in touch with Welsh 
news, policies and interests.

The magazine is published monthly offering members the opportunity to understand more of what NFU Cymru 
officials and staff are doing behind the scenes to ensure a premier agricultural service.

Farming gamble pays o� 

T
here was a moment or two in 2015 

when Huw Clwyd Jones questioned 

the wisdom of his decision to convert 

his beef and sheep farm to dairy, 

having never milked a cow.

With just months to go before the due calving 

dates of his 450 newly acquired heifers, milk prices 

started to tumble but, more worryingly for Huw and 

his wife, Rachael, was the question mark hanging 

over whether or not they had a buyer for their milk.

“It was a worrying time,” Huw refl ects.

But, as with many new farm business investment 

enterprises, they not only got through it but have 

expanded the business; they are now partners in 

a second dairy farm conversion, run a milk vending 

machine and operate a doorstep milk delivery round.

Huw is a fourth-generation farmer 

so farming truly is in his blood.

His great-grandfather had started the 

family business by renting a 142-acre farm 

at Llanrwst from the Bryn Dy� ryn Estate.

He was later o� ered the chance to buy Llwyn 

Richard and took that opportunity. Sadly, he was 

never able to see through his plans for the farm 

because he died just a few years later, after a 

Shire horse accident on the farm killed him. 

His son, Bob, then just 14-years-

old, had to step into the breach.

The farm in turn passed to his son, Meirion, 

Huw’s father, also known as Mic, who continued 

to run it as a beef and sheep farm with his 

wife, Mary, like the generations before him.

Huw joined his parents in the business in 

1999, returning from Aberystwyth University 

to 400 sheep and 32 suckler cows. 

Together they scaled up, renting parcels of 

land at every opportunity, and building up sheep 

numbers to 1,200 and the suckler herd to 100 cows.

With ambitions of his own, in 2010 Huw took 

on the tenancy of Plas Isa, a beef and sheep 

farm at Llansan� raid, Glan Conwy, where he 

now lives with Rachael and their family, and 

farms 360 acres across the two holdings.

Just four years into that tenancy, the 

couple decided a change of direction 

was needed to secure their future.

“When we took on Plas Isa, the Single Farm 

Payment support was lucrative, but we always 

For fourth-generation farmer Huw Clwyd Jones, taking the plunge to 

convert from farming beef and sheep to being a sole dairy enterprise 

was a big risk. Farming Wales reporter Debbie James writes about how 

that gamble paid o� 

MAIN FEATURE

Above: Huw at the 

milk vending machine 

located at Colwyn 

Bay Football Club

Debbie James
Freelance Journalist

Photos: PRW Photography

“THERE IS SO MUCH 
EMPHASIS ON FARMERS 
PRODUCING MILK IN 
AN EFFICIENT AND 
PROFITABLE WAY BUT 
HOW IS THAT POSSIBLE 
WHEN THERE IS SUCH A 
BIG GAP BETWEEN THE 
PRICES WE ARE PAID AND 
OUR INPUT COSTS?”

34 Sep 2024

Farming Wales nfu-cymru.org.uk

35Sep 2024

2417042.indd   34-352417042.indd   34-35

03/09/2024   12:42:0803/09/2024   12:42:08

TARGETING FARMERS 
THROUGH COST 

EFFECTIVE ADVERTISING

World-renowned 
rugby ref turned farmer looks to the future 

Since retiring as a rugby referee in December 2020, Nigel Owens can be found on his farm near Pontyberem with his herd of Hereford cows – miles away from the rugby pitch and his life in the spotlight. Farming Wales reporter Clare Williams went to visit his West Wales farm to fi nd out what made the world-renowned referee hang up his whistle for a quieter life in the countryside

Clare WilliamsNFU Cymru Communications Adviser - Publications
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MAIN FEATURE

Left: Nigel with his 
Hereford calves

In 2019, when thoughts of retirement were on 
the cards, Nigel’s plans to farm came to fruition. 
“I had always intended to farm at some point. I 
didn’t think it would be on the scale it is now, but 
I’d been saving so that when the time was right, 
I could make it happen. I didn’t want to farm just 
anywhere, it needed to be in the area. All my 
friends and family are here, and it came about by 
chance. We rented 28 acres near home and put 
a shed up so I could keep a few cows. Then the 
farm came up for sale, the owners were elderly 
and passed away and the son wanted to sell as 
he was a doctor. It’s as if it was meant to be.

“After the World Cup in 2019, we spent ages 
tidying up the fields, fencing and hedging and 
getting the place sorted. We now have 60 acres 
at the farm and another 45 which we rent. The 
old farmhouse and stable needed knocking down 
and so we’re rebuilding at the moment and hope 
to move into the new house before Christmas.”

Nigel and his partner Barrie Jones-Davies, who 
works off-farm as a teacher, are already planning on diversifying. “We’re building a holiday let on the yard 
as well, but we want that to have a bit of a farming 
theme, and to be educational. When we move up 
here, I want to have some chickens, so the people on holiday can go and get their eggs fresh for breakfast in the mornings. I think educating people about 
where their food comes from is really important.”

Nigel has a closed pedigree herd of 75 Pedigree 
Herefords, under the Mairwen prefix, named after his 
late mum, Rachel Mairwen. Calving was originally all 
year round, but he has now tightened this to twice a 
year. “At the moment we’re calving a small number 
in December, as it’s usually quiet, and then the main 
bulk are done in late March. The plan is to tighten 
this even more and do seven or eight in September 
and October and then the rest in March and April.”

MAIN FEATURE

W hen it comes to his career 
choices, Nigel Owens’ passion 
for refereeing and farming 
are clear to see. Comparing 
them both he said: “Farming 

is a bit like reffing – unless you enjoy it, you just 
wouldn’t do it. The abuse you get on and off 
the pitch as a referee and the rising input costs, 
the low income and challenges such as tree 
planting and bovine TB in farming, all mean 
that there has to be something in it that you 
enjoy, and I wouldn’t change it for the world.”

His life on the pitch couldn’t be more different 
to his life since retiring but it’s one he loves. 
“I don’t miss refereeing, but that’s probably 
because I have the farm now. If I didn’t it might 
be different, but if they called me up and 
asked me to ref the World Cup Final, I’d say 
no, there’s cows to be calved,” he laughs.

For Nigel, refereeing wasn’t something he had 
planned to do, as a child he always wanted to farm. 
“I was raised on a council estate in Mynyddcerrig 
but my grandparents had a smallholding, it wasn’t 
anything big, just a couple of pigs and horses, but 
I lived there until I was five-years-old. I also helped 
out at Tyrgarn Farm on a Saturday and then helped 
my aunty and uncle on their farm, Pentwyn, Llanon, 
during the school holidays. I started reffing in school 
and that’s where my love for the job began.”

After leaving school, Nigel worked on the local 
Wern Farm, Drefach, before becoming a technician 
in a local school and a youth worker as part of the 
Youth Training Scheme. He refereed his first match 
at the age of 16 between Carmarthenshire and 
Pembrokeshire in an under 15s clash and he soon 
became one of the most respected referees in world 
rugby. His career spanned 17 years, taking control 
of hundreds of club and international matches, 
and receiving an MBE in 2016 for services to sport. 
In December 2020, Nigel announced his retirement 

"FARMING IS A BIT LIKE REFFING – UNLESS YOU ENJOY IT, YOU JUST WOULDN’T DO IT"

from international rugby refereeing after reaching 
an impressive 100 test games in charge, making him 
the most capped referee in world rugby history.

“I knew I couldn’t go on forever. Refereeing 
basically comes in four-year cycles, so in 2019 
they wanted me to sign up to another four years 
and I didn’t want to still be doing it now, in 2023. 

“I’d got to 98 tests, and I thought the Six Nations 
game between France and England would be my 
last match. I spoke to friends and family afterwards 
and they all said I was only two short of getting to 
100 so I should keep going or I’d regret it if I didn’t. 
My final match was France against Italy in Paris as 
part of the Autumn Nations Cup in November 2020.”

Above: Nigel with 
his Hereford bull and 
one of his cows;
Left: Nigel and his 
dogs Bella and Arria
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MAIN FEATURE

Left: Nigel with his 
Hereford calves

In 2019, when thoughts of retirement were on 

the cards, Nigel’s plans to farm came to fruition. 

“I had always intended to farm at some point. I 

didn’t think it would be on the scale it is now, but 

I’d been saving so that when the time was right, 

I could make it happen. I didn’t want to farm just 

anywhere, it needed to be in the area. All my 

friends and family are here, and it came about by 

chance. We rented 28 acres near home and put 

a shed up so I could keep a few cows. Then the 

farm came up for sale, the owners were elderly 

and passed away and the son wanted to sell as 

he was a doctor. It’s as if it was meant to be.

“After the World Cup in 2019, we spent ages 

tidying up the fields, fencing and hedging and 

getting the place sorted. We now have 60 acres 

at the farm and another 45 which we rent. The 

old farmhouse and stable needed knocking down 

and so we’re rebuilding at the moment and hope 

to move into the new house before Christmas.”

Nigel and his partner Barrie Jones-Davies, who 

works off-farm as a teacher, are already planning on 

diversifying. “We’re building a holiday let on the yard 

as well, but we want that to have a bit of a farming 

theme, and to be educational. When we move up 

here, I want to have some chickens, so the people on 

holiday can go and get their eggs fresh for breakfast 

in the mornings. I think educating people about 

where their food comes from is really important.”

Nigel has a closed pedigree herd of 75 Pedigree 

Herefords, under the Mairwen prefix, named after his 

late mum, Rachel Mairwen. Calving was originally all 

year round, but he has now tightened this to twice a 

year. “At the moment we’re calving a small number 

in December, as it’s usually quiet, and then the main 

bulk are done in late March. The plan is to tighten 

this even more and do seven or eight in September 

and October and then the rest in March and April.”

MAIN FEATURE

W hen it comes to his career 

choices, Nigel Owens’ passion 

for refereeing and farming 

are clear to see. Comparing 

them both he said: “Farming 

is a bit like reffing – unless you enjoy it, you just 

wouldn’t do it. The abuse you get on and off 

the pitch as a referee and the rising input costs, 

the low income and challenges such as tree 

planting and bovine TB in farming, all mean 

that there has to be something in it that you 

enjoy, and I wouldn’t change it for the world.”

His life on the pitch couldn’t be more different 

to his life since retiring but it’s one he loves. 

“I don’t miss refereeing, but that’s probably 

because I have the farm now. If I didn’t it might 

be different, but if they called me up and 

asked me to ref the World Cup Final, I’d say 

no, there’s cows to be calved,” he laughs.

For Nigel, refereeing wasn’t something he had 

planned to do, as a child he always wanted to farm. 

“I was raised on a council estate in Mynyddcerrig 

but my grandparents had a smallholding, it wasn’t 

anything big, just a couple of pigs and horses, but 

I lived there until I was five-years-old. I also helped 

out at Tyrgarn Farm on a Saturday and then helped 

my aunty and uncle on their farm, Pentwyn, Llanon, 

during the school holidays. I started reffing in school 

and that’s where my love for the job began.”

After leaving school, Nigel worked on the local 

Wern Farm, Drefach, before becoming a technician 

in a local school and a youth worker as part of the 

Youth Training Scheme. He refereed his first match 

at the age of 16 between Carmarthenshire and 

Pembrokeshire in an under 15s clash and he soon 

became one of the most respected referees in world 

rugby. His career spanned 17 years, taking control 

of hundreds of club and international matches, 

and receiving an MBE in 2016 for services to sport. 

In December 2020, Nigel announced his retirement 

"FARMING IS A BIT LIKE 

REFFING – UNLESS YOU 

ENJOY IT, YOU JUST 

WOULDN’T DO IT"

from international rugby refereeing after reaching 

an impressive 100 test games in charge, making him 

the most capped referee in world rugby history.

“I knew I couldn’t go on forever. Refereeing 

basically comes in four-year cycles, so in 2019 

they wanted me to sign up to another four years 

and I didn’t want to still be doing it now, in 2023. 

“I’d got to 98 tests, and I thought the Six Nations 

game between France and England would be my 

last match. I spoke to friends and family afterwards 

and they all said I was only two short of getting to 

100 so I should keep going or I’d regret it if I didn’t. 

My final match was France against Italy in Paris as 

part of the Autumn Nations Cup in November 2020.”

Above: Nigel with 
his Hereford bull and 

one of his cows;
Left: Nigel and his 

dogs Bella and Arria
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MAIN FEATURE

Left: Nigel with his 
Hereford calves

In 2019, when thoughts of retirement were on 
the cards, Nigel’s plans to farm came to fruition. 
“I had always intended to farm at some point. I 
didn’t think it would be on the scale it is now, but 
I’d been saving so that when the time was right, 
I could make it happen. I didn’t want to farm just 
anywhere, it needed to be in the area. All my 
friends and family are here, and it came about by 
chance. We rented 28 acres near home and put 
a shed up so I could keep a few cows. Then the 
farm came up for sale, the owners were elderly 
and passed away and the son wanted to sell as 
he was a doctor. It’s as if it was meant to be.

“After the World Cup in 2019, we spent ages 
tidying up the fields, fencing and hedging and 
getting the place sorted. We now have 60 acres 
at the farm and another 45 which we rent. The 
old farmhouse and stable needed knocking down 
and so we’re rebuilding at the moment and hope 
to move into the new house before Christmas.”

Nigel and his partner Barrie Jones-Davies, who 
works off-farm as a teacher, are already planning on diversifying. “We’re building a holiday let on the yard 
as well, but we want that to have a bit of a farming 
theme, and to be educational. When we move up 
here, I want to have some chickens, so the people on holiday can go and get their eggs fresh for breakfast in the mornings. I think educating people about 
where their food comes from is really important.”

Nigel has a closed pedigree herd of 75 Pedigree 
Herefords, under the Mairwen prefix, named after his 
late mum, Rachel Mairwen. Calving was originally all 
year round, but he has now tightened this to twice a 
year. “At the moment we’re calving a small number 
in December, as it’s usually quiet, and then the main 
bulk are done in late March. The plan is to tighten 
this even more and do seven or eight in September 
and October and then the rest in March and April.”

MAIN FEATURE

W hen it comes to his career 
choices, Nigel Owens’ passion 
for refereeing and farming 
are clear to see. Comparing 
them both he said: “Farming 

is a bit like reffing – unless you enjoy it, you just 
wouldn’t do it. The abuse you get on and off 
the pitch as a referee and the rising input costs, 
the low income and challenges such as tree 
planting and bovine TB in farming, all mean 
that there has to be something in it that you 
enjoy, and I wouldn’t change it for the world.”

His life on the pitch couldn’t be more different 
to his life since retiring but it’s one he loves. 
“I don’t miss refereeing, but that’s probably 
because I have the farm now. If I didn’t it might 
be different, but if they called me up and 
asked me to ref the World Cup Final, I’d say 
no, there’s cows to be calved,” he laughs.

For Nigel, refereeing wasn’t something he had 
planned to do, as a child he always wanted to farm. 
“I was raised on a council estate in Mynyddcerrig 
but my grandparents had a smallholding, it wasn’t 
anything big, just a couple of pigs and horses, but 
I lived there until I was five-years-old. I also helped 
out at Tyrgarn Farm on a Saturday and then helped 
my aunty and uncle on their farm, Pentwyn, Llanon, 
during the school holidays. I started reffing in school 
and that’s where my love for the job began.”

After leaving school, Nigel worked on the local 
Wern Farm, Drefach, before becoming a technician 
in a local school and a youth worker as part of the 
Youth Training Scheme. He refereed his first match 
at the age of 16 between Carmarthenshire and 
Pembrokeshire in an under 15s clash and he soon 
became one of the most respected referees in world 
rugby. His career spanned 17 years, taking control 
of hundreds of club and international matches, 
and receiving an MBE in 2016 for services to sport. 
In December 2020, Nigel announced his retirement 

"FARMING IS A BIT LIKE REFFING – UNLESS YOU ENJOY IT, YOU JUST WOULDN’T DO IT"

from international rugby refereeing after reaching 
an impressive 100 test games in charge, making him 
the most capped referee in world rugby history.

“I knew I couldn’t go on forever. Refereeing 
basically comes in four-year cycles, so in 2019 
they wanted me to sign up to another four years 
and I didn’t want to still be doing it now, in 2023. 

“I’d got to 98 tests, and I thought the Six Nations 
game between France and England would be my 
last match. I spoke to friends and family afterwards 
and they all said I was only two short of getting to 
100 so I should keep going or I’d regret it if I didn’t. 
My final match was France against Italy in Paris as 
part of the Autumn Nations Cup in November 2020.”

Above: Nigel with 
his Hereford bull and 
one of his cows;
Left: Nigel and his 
dogs Bella and Arria
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